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enormous amount of spurious and debased money in cii -
culation.    The mint in the provincial capital of Tuhkieii
consists of four furnaces.    Each furnace is placed under
the charge of a superintendent, who, instead of being a
government official, is a wealthy native merchant, who is
frequently unwillingly compelled to serve in that capacity.
He must lose by the  distinction both in accepting  or
refusing it.    In the latter case he is squeezed; as the
saying is, f< there is no compulsion, only you must."  These
superintendents are summoned to the duty by proclama-
tion emanating from the provincial treasurer, and should
their respectability, and above all, their means, be well
assured, they will be confirmed in their office, and receive
an annual salary of ninety-six taels  (about £32).    The
amount of issue from each furnace is bound to be 900
.strings of 1,000 cash each per month.    There are three
issues per month, at intervals of ten days each.    Cash
should weigh 1 tsen, 1 fun  (1  mace, 1 candareen), the
composition being seven  parts of copper and three  of
lead.    The composition and weight varies from time to
time.    During the past 200 years there have been many
changes.    During the reign of the first emperor of this
dynasty the weight was fixed at 1 mace per cash, and
immediately afterwards 2 candareens weight was added.
In 1657 the weight was fixed at 1 mace, 4 candareens.
In 1684 it was reduced to 1 mace, and in 1702 the weight
of the 1657 issue was again assumed as the standard.    In
1734 the weight was altered to 1 mace, 2 candareens.
The government alloy used to consist of  copper  50,
zinc 411, lead 6^, tin 2; afterwards equal parts of copper
and zinc were used.
The issue of money is not continuous.    Months and
sometimes years elapse between the issues.    When it is

